
T H E  S U N  T Z U  B R I E F

www.vsente.com

12F I R E
 UTILIZE EXTREME POSITIONING. When fighting, the incendiary attack is effective in 
its ability to quickly and decisively alter the terrain by converting a difficult situation into 
an advantaged situation. Fire accompanied by surprise is the most effective tactic. 

The use of fire must have a basis, and requires certain tools. There are appropriate 
times for setting fires, namely when the weather is dry and windy. CLEARY

There are five kinds of fire attack; burning people, burning supplies, burning equipment, 
burning storehouses, and burning weapons. CLEARY

A government should not mobilize an army out of anger, military leaders should not 
provoke war out of wrath. CLEARY
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